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Josephus Nicolaus LAURENTL, 1768 - Specimen medicum, exhibens synopsin Reptilium emendatarm cum
experimentis circa venena et antidota Reptifium Austviacormmn. Facsimile veprint with an English
translation by Sergias L. Kuzmin Laurentt Verlag, Supplement dor Zertschnft fiir Feldherpetologre, 7.
2005: 1-247. ISBN 3-933066-24-7

Reprinting old volumes m zoology has gamned some popularity 1n recent tmes. In many cascs,
beautiful sllustrattons provided the marm atiraction of such an enterprse So why should anybody be
interested i what ADLER (1989) called an “unimposing litle book * with st five black-and-white plates
of illustrations”

Laurentr’s treatise contains two parts, a systematc overview of the “Reptilia™ {mcluding amphub-
1ans) and a natural history of Austrian “repules”, with some detailed descriptions and remarkable
observations on natural history, .ncluding erghty-nime carelully detailed experments on the venoms of 4
number of spectes Viewed from a local patriotic viewpomt, this book apens the chronicle of herpetolog-
1cal research in Austnia (which was a large empire at that time) ( FiEDEMANN, 2001}, 1ts main mierest for 4
wider audience 1s based on the many genus and species names first proposed here, making 1t an important
resource for taxonomy and nomenclature even today Much of 1ts scientific content. especially the
toxicological work, 15 cleary outdated and wil be read mamly for curiosity or historical mterest.
Nevertheless, I found  both in the deseripive and m the e al sections  many stal
discussions and stories that stunulate reflections on the state and development of science then and now

The book starts with two prefaces, by Burkhard Thicsmeter and Wolfgang Bshme, and an introduc-
tion by Sergius Kuzmuin Then Laurentn s ireatise 1s presented, the lacsimile on the nght hand pages. with
the Enghsh translation on the oppostte pages, followed by the dlustrations. Finally, the translator provides
a few comments, a bist of books of the authors mentioned by Laurent: 4 hist of vald scientific names for
species mentioned by Laurenti, and references for mam sources of information,

Sergius Kuzmin bas undertaken the dulicult task of translatmg the text from one foreign language
nto another. One can find flaws and mimor mistakes m the translation if one looks for them, but by and
large Kuzmin has suceeeded remarkably well w providing a readable and correct English version of
Laarenti's work The treatment of geographuc terms, both Latn and German ones, i slightly inconsistent
as somelimes a modern speding 15 given (¢ g “Wieden' for “Widen", “Dauphune™ for “Delphmatu™)
whereus in other cases an outdated spellng 15 directly takhen mto the Enghsh text (e *Nusdorft™ or
“Smolandia™ The location I alpe Etscher' or “In Etschero monte™ (type locality for Tiieurus
alpestrs) 1s repeatedly rendered as ~Escher mountan™ though the name of this mountain 1s Otscher
(RoC1K et at, 2003, gave the meorrect spelling Otscher)

The publisher 15 to be commended for making avalable this mportant vassial work to a wider
aud.ence
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